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SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE — REMOTE COMMUNITIES 

291. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Housing: 
Has the minister been able to reach an agreement with the federal government over the funding of vital services 
and infrastructure for remote communities; and, if not, why not? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. I am sorry to report to the member and to the house the significant 
risk around the issue of remote housing in Western Australia. By way of an update for members who are new to this 
place, I remind them of the Rudd–Gillard Labor government contribution of $5.5 billion in Closing the Gap during 
its term, of which $1.1 billion came to Western Australia to attend to remote housing needs. In successive years 
since the Rudd–Gillard Labor government we have seen the decline and deterioration of commonwealth 
participation in funding remote housing for some of the most vulnerable Western Australians, particularly in some 
of the communities within the desert lands of Western Australia. The state government takes responsibility for 
supporting over 165 remote communities. Under the previous Liberal–National government, all we saw was 
indifference and mismanagement. In 2015, when there was a unilateral decision—I will never forget this—by the 
federal Liberal coalition government to axe $90 million from supporting remote communities’ municipal services, 
the former government did absolutely nothing. The federal Liberal government unilaterally removed $90 million 
from commonwealth spending on some of those vulnerable people in Western Australia, and where was the former 
government? It was on its back getting its tummy tickled. We once again saw members lolligagging on the former 
government’s benches as it did nothing to support Western Australians who are in most need. 

Members opposite sit there in silence. Regardless of whether they were directly or indirectly responsible for the 
negotiations, they should all take significant responsibility for leaving the black hole. The McGowan government 
has had to finally come in and stand in the breach between those people who are most vulnerable and those people 
who are holding at bay the necessary resources to support those people. It is a complete and absolute shame. 

I would like also to report to the house and to the member for Pilbara, who takes a keen interest in these matters, 
that I finally met with the federal minister, Minister Scullion, last week. It was one of the most bizarre meetings 
I have ever had. There was a lot of talk and no action. There was no recognition of what it takes to deliver services 
to one-third of the continent of Australia and to communities as far out as the South Australian border. The 
commonwealth government needs to take a hard look at itself and decide whom it wants to support, whom it 
considers to be Australian and whom it considers to be vulnerable in our community and deserving of our 
full-throated support. We are getting well past June to have these bilateral negotiations with the commonwealth 
concluded. If we do not, we will end up with a $100 million a year hole—another black hole—left to us as a gift 
from the former government for something that is completely unacceptable and happened on its watch. But do not 
worry; we have got it. We will fix it. 
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